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VOTING IN A TIME 
OF VIRUS, UNREST 
Voters navigated 
curfews, health 
concerns and mail-in 
ballots during 
Tuesday’s elections. 
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Fort Worth Police Chief Ed Kraus prays with protesters outside of the Tarrant County courthouse in downtown Fort Worth on Monday. Kraus 
pulled his officers back shortly after, leaving the scene with no arrests for violating curfew. The protesters responded by going home. 


Fort Worth police, 
protesters kneel, join 
in prayer for peace 


BY KALEY JOHNSON 
kjohnson@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 
The night before, a Fort 
Worth protest ended with anger, 
tear gas, smoke and flash 
bombs. But on this night, the 
protest would end peacefully. 


It all began when one black 
officer stepped from a police 
line to kneel. Then other offi- 
cers knelt, as well. 

Protesters rushed forward, 
cheering, and embraced the 
officers near the Tarrant County 
Courthouse in downtown Fort 


Worth. Many shook hands, 


introduced themselves and 


hugged. One man shook every 
officers’ hand and thanked 
them. 

That emotional moment unin- 
tentionally escalated matters 
again, however, when the Fort 
Worth Police Department’s 
Special Response Team misin- 
terpreted the protesters’ actions 
as aggressive. But a half hour 


later, after a combination of 
talk, prayer and more kneeling, 
the police and the crowd dis- 
persed. 

“You just showed the nation 
how to do it,” Police Chief Ed 
Kraus shouted as people left. 

The scene took shape Monday 
evening, the fourth night of 
protests in Fort Worth over 
police brutality against people of 
color. 

A church bell rang at 8 p.m., 
marking the start of a citywide 
curfew enacted after a standoff 
on the West Seventh Street 
bridge Sunday night ended with 
tear gas. 

Hundreds remained in front 
of the courthouse despite the 
curfew. Leaders of the march 
left slightly before 8 p.m. and 


SEE PEACE, 10A 


Tuesday’s 
protest 
crowd swells 
early to beat 
curfew 


BY KALEY JOHNSON 
kjohnson@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

For the fifth day in a row, 
Fort Worth protesters gath- 
ered outside the Tarrant 
County Courthouse and 
marched through downtown 
streets to demand police 
accountability in the death of 
George Floyd. 

The demonstration started 
at 3 p.m. Tuesday, earlier 
than previous protests due to 
an 8 p.m. curfew Fort Worth 
officials enacted Monday. 
Protest leader Carol Harri- 
son-Lafayette said people 
would be able to register to 
vote. 

About 15 people were at 
the courthouse at the start of 
the event Tuesday afternoon, 
but the crowd grew into the 
hundreds and the march was 
still going strong about 6:30 
p.m. 

One of the organizers of 
the ongoing demonstrations, 
Krista Daniels, said her late 
husband, the Rev. Weldon 
Daniels, led a protest at the 
Tarrant County Courthouse 
in 1993 when skinheads 
killed a black man in a 
drive-by shooting in Fort 
Worth. A teenager involved 
in the murder got probation 
at first, but after protests was 
sentenced to 40 years. 

“My husband passed in 
December,” Daniels said. “I 
was robbed in March, and 
these same officers came to 
my protection.” 

Daniels said the protests 
are intended to be peaceful. 

“We are not going to loot. 
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JACQUERAE HILL Special to the Star-Telegram 


Southwest Airlines flight attendant JacqueRae Hill and American 
Airlines CEO Doug Parker after their conversation on race in America. 


In-flight chat on race 
may give wing to change 


BY CLARENCE E. HILL JR. 
chill@star-telegram.com 


JacqueRae Hill was not look- 
ing for attention. Far from it. 

She had no idea a 10-minute 
conversation with a complete 
stranger at work would result in 
her being hailed as a change- 


biggest companies. 

Hill was beaten down, angry 
and frustrated by last week’s 
killing of George Floyd by form- 
er Minneapolis police officers 
and emotional over the protests 
and uprisings that have engulfed 
cities across the country in the 
days since videos of the incident 
have come to light. 


conversation about race with a 
person who she thought had a 
willing ear and an open mind. 

Hill, an African American 
woman who lives in Duncan- 
ville, has worked as a flight 
attendant for Southwest Airlines 
for the last 14 years. 

She was at work last Friday, 
mentally exhausted and on 
fumes, getting ready for her 
flight from Love Field to Pana- 
ma City, Fla., when she noticed 
a white male passenger plop 
down in row 25 and put the 
best-selling book on racism, 
“White Fragility: Why It’s So 
Hard for White People to Talk 
about Racism,” by Robin DiAn- 
gelo, in the seat-back pocket. 

The frustration of the racial 
unrest gripping the country and 
an intrigue about the passenger 
with the book led her to sit 
down in an aisle seat next to the 
man and start a conversation 
that resulted in tears, hugs and 
possibly a blueprint for racial 
reconciliation. 

Unbeknownst to Hill, the man 
wasn’t just any passenger. He 
was Doug Parker CEO of Fort 
Worth-based American Airlines, 
who was seemingly divinely 
forced to book a flight on rival 
Dallas-based Southwest because 
all the seats on American to 
Florida were sold out. 

Parker was so moved by his 


BY LUKE RANKER 
lranker @star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott said 
Tuesday that state officials 
were working with federal 
authorities to investigate evi- 
dence that out-of-state groups 
were taking advantage of 
George Floyd protests, but 
Department of Public Safety 
director Steve McCraw had 
limited specifics about such 
activity. 

McCraw said evidence exist- 
ed that organized groups from 
outside Texas, including mem- 
bers of antifa and anarchists, 
had sought to create trouble 
during peaceful protests. A list 
exists of potential out-of-state 
suspects, but McCraw did not 
provide details on investiga- 
tions. Antifa, short for “anti- 
fascist,” is a loosely organized 
movement of far-left groups 
that oppose neo-Nazis and 
white supremacists at demon- 


Gov. Abbott blames 
out-of-staters for 
violent protests 


“There is no question of the 
involvement of violent extre- 
mists who are trying to exploit 
these (protests),” McCraw 
said. 

These groups may have been 
behind looting and other “vio- 
lent” acts that have taken 
place alongside peaceful pro- 
tests in some parts of the state, 
McCraw said. 

The vast majority of protest- 
ers are doing so lawfully, Ab- 
bott said, calling the death of 
George Floyd a “horrific act of 
police brutality.” Floyd died 
May 25 after a Minneapolis 
police officer knelt on his neck 
for more than eight minutes. 

Tuesday’s comments re- 
garding out-of-state groups 
influencing Texas protests 
came after the governor and 
McCraw met with Fort Worth 
Mayor Betsy Price, Police 
Chief Ed Kraus and Dallas 
Mayor Eric Johnson and Police 
Chief Reneé Hall at Dallas 
City Hall. The conversation 
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